[Chronic Meningococcemia--case report and pathogenetic discussions (author's transl)].
The clinical course of chronic meningococcemia in an alcoholic patient is described. Serum IgG-, IgM- and IgA- antibody titers were followed by indirect immunofluorescence using the homologous bacterial isolate as antigen. The patients serum titers were compared with those obtained from other patients with either persistent meningococcemia or meningitis. The data revealed that antibody titers rose in both cases. The yet unexplained finding that the homologous bacterial strain persists in the bloodstream though high antibody titers were detected is discussed.